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Location — Thames Valley Police Training Center — Sulhamstead, Berkshire

* Heathrow — 40 minutes

* Birmingham - 2hrs

» Reading Train Station — 20 minutes

» Parkside International Hotel — 10 minutes * Dog Friendly - £

* De Vere Hotel, Wokefield Park — 15 minutes * Dog Friendly - ££
« 3 secure dog fields — 15 minutes

* FREE Secure Parking — safe for dogs in vehicles, plenty of space to exercise them.
* Minimum 15 minute break after every 45 min talk.
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What's included?? — Your £265 ticket entitles you to the following:

2 Days entry to the conference — nearly 600 minutes of valuable learning! Not to mention the

valuable networking!

 Access to 12 talks from 6 Internationally renowned experts in their field.

« Exclusive access to all talks, this conference is not recorded so all this information can only be
soaked up in person!

« Optional Networking time straight after the conference on the Saturday, at a dog friendly pub 4
minutes from the venue with plenty of parking.

« FOOD - Breakfast pastries, Buffet Lunch, Tea, Coffee, Refreshments and cake all included over
both days.

« Delegate Swag Bag — isn't that what we all attend these things for?!

« FREE Secure Parking — safe for dogs in vehicles, plenty of space to exercise them.

« Plenty of breaks for networking and recharging.



SCISCENT

6 International Speakers, all attending in person. All of which | have seen speak, | have met and either
presented or worked with.

| chose these speakers and we decided on their topics to create a real flow for the conference, that
would be interesting to everyone, no matter what their discipline, background or level.

Being able to engage with such a varied audience and to be able to present their information in such a
way that is easy to understand, was really important to me.

You can have all the knowledge in the world but if you can't teach it then its not helpful to us.

Every single one of these speakers is also a teacher, trainer or instructor.
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Dr Emily Bray is an Assistant Professor in the College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of
Arizona, where she directs the Behavioural Research Across Years (BRAY) Lab.

In From Puppies to Partners: How Cognition Shapes Working Dog Success Across the Lifespan, Dr Emily Bray draws on large-scale
data involving more than 1,000 working dogs to uncover why some individuals excel in these roles, while others do not.

Using a lifespan-oriented framework, Dr Bray examines how cognitive and behavioural traits—from early puppyhood through
adulthood and into old age—shape working dog outcomes. Her findings show that key cognitive skills, including memory,
attention, and sensitivity to human cues, emerge as early as eight weeks of age and are predictive of later performance.

Crucially, cognition is dynamic: environmental enrichment and targeted training can improve performance across the lifespan, while
age-related decline may influence operational longevity.

By integrating cognitive science with practical selection and training, Dr Bray’s research provides a data-driven roadmap for
developing detection dogs that are not only behaviourally sound but cognitively equipped to meet the complex demands of their
work. Understanding how cognition develops “from puppies to partners” moves us closer to predicting—and promoting—success
in the next generation of working dogs.
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Chief Canine Instructor of Auburn University's Canine Performance Sciences breeding program.

In this insightful session, Bart Rogers draws on over a decade of hands-on experience in working dog training,
breeding, and evaluation to explore the critical process of selecting dogs for high-performance detection roles.
Whether for explosives, conservation, biomedical, or law enforcement, the success of any working dog program
begins with choosing the right canine candidates.

Bart breaks down what to look for in motivation, arousal, environmental stability, and search abilities. The discussion
will begin by exploring natural vs. trained behaviours to understand how genetics lay the foundation for optimal
performance.

The history of common working breeds will be explored to illustrate how functional breeding has resulted in breed-
specific phenotypes that contribute to a dog's suitability for particular roles, and how understanding a breed's
genetic history is critical for maximizing a dog's true potential.

Additionally, the role of early development and training and how they interact with genetics will be discussed.
Participants will gain a deeper understanding of key selection methods, for ages ranging from young puppy to adult,
with considerations for selecting dogs for breeding vs. working roles.
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Research Assistant Professor in the College of Veterinary Medicine at Auburn University and Chief
Behavioural Scientist with Auburn's Canine Performance Science Program.

“Science-Driven Approaches to Optimizing Working Dog Performance”

Dr. Lucia Lazarowski brings her expertise at the intersection of canine science and working dog behaviour
to this compelling presentation on selection and training strategies.

This presentation will cover an extensive range of topics spanning the career of a detection dog, from
breeding and early development to training and long-term performance.

Dr. Lazarowski will examine the results of relevant research studies and discuss how the findings can be
practically applied using evidence-based methods.

Attendees will gain valuable insights into the science underlying working dog behaviour that will
challenge traditional assumptions and allow for data-driven decisions for improving working dog
outcomes.
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Research Assistant Professor in the College of Veterinary Medicine at Auburn University and Chief
Behavioural Scientist with Auburn's Canine Performance Science Program.

“Recipe for a Detection Dog”

Using a cooking analogy for ‘baking’ a detection dog as you would bake a cake, Adee takes us through
the stages of training up a detection dog.

You need the following ingredients:

« Good parents and good breeding

* Good early socialization, stimulation and development

« Good selection and preparation for real life

« Relevant targets for odour training

* Appropriate odour concentrations for desired search intensity
 Correct odour presentation method for desired operational capability
* Match the trained dog to a suitable handler

« Checks and balances to ‘taste’ the result.



SCISCENT

Of course one begins with the first three, since starting with a good dog is essential. We will have heard
about these from other speakers.

So, once you have your potential candidate, you then need to start the cooking process. Here Adee will
look at target odours, the concentrations that you offer the dog and the way you present these odours.
These all interact with each other and the dog, defining the final product in interesting ways. Knowing
how they interact will help you, as a cook, steer the process.

Then of course you need to have the dish served by a suitable handler and you need people to taste and
quality control the cake.

These last two aspects will not be discussed by Adee, She will focus on the middle part, the
cooking process. This informative talk will leave you with an idea of how odours, concentrations and

presentation methods interact so you can make choices that meet your specific purpose.

Stéphan and Mike’s talks will focus on the last two stages. They follow on perfectly from this talk.



Day 1: "From Lab to Street” Working Dogs as Biosensors on the Frontline SCISCENT

Stéphans first session, | feel incredibly privelaged to hear. He will give a personal account of his role in the
Nationwide search for Anne Faber — What they did, the difficult choices they faced, how context and decision
pressure shape the work of dog and handler.

He will present this without sensationalism and with full respect for those involved.

He will translate moments in the field into practical training principles and scenario design, that handlers and trainers
can use immediately in their work.

s the defining case of my life — one that will stay with me forever” Stéphan
,-,,___.__a.ﬂ. < .'~r‘ "-
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As Chief Learning Officer in the Dutch Police Dog Domain, Stéphan brings together practitioners,
educators, and leaders to build a culture of learning that lasts. One that’s grounded in real-world
experience, yet constantly evolving. In his vision, the wellbeing of the dogs and the craftsmanship of
their working dog professionals are inseparable — and essential.

Day 2: From Scenarios to Standards: Measuring, Scaling and Embedding Operational Readiness.

How do we ensure Detection Dog teams are truly prepared for real world operations? This session
explores how scenario based training can be translated into measurable standards that support
consistent performance. We will look at practical methods for designing and evaluating training
scenarios, scaling assessments across teams, and embedding operational readiness into daily practice.
Attendees will gain insight into building reliable, repeatable frameworks that strengthen capability,
confidence and operational outcomes in detection dog programmes.
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Founder & President, Global Conservation Force
“Noses on the Frontline: Detection Dogs in the Fight Against Wildlife Crime”.

In this eye-opening talk, conservationist and anti-poaching expert Mike Veale explores the powerful role
that detection dogs play in protecting endangered species and combating wildlife trafficking. Drawing
from real-world field operations across Africa and beyond, Mike shares how trained K9 units are
deployed to detect everything from ivory and rhino horn to illegal firearms and snares.

Attendees will learn about the selection, training, and deployment of conservation detection dogs, as
well as the critical partnerships between handlers, local rangers, and communities. Mike highlights both
the challenges and successes of using K9s in remote, high-risk environments, and how these dogs are
helping turn the tide in the global fight against poaching.
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Beyond the canine capabilities, Mike dives into the human side of the work—how teams are prepared,
trained, and supported to operate effectively in demanding conditions. He discusses how to integrate a
trained K9 into field teams, manage expectations against real-world operational realities, and ensure
both handler and dog can perform safely and effectively.

The talk also touches on tracking K9s, bite work, and their roles within broader field operations,
illustrating how these specialized skills contribute to mission success. These environments are incredibly
complex, not only due to their size, safety challenges, and team dynamics, but also because of the level
of organized crime driving the illegal wildlife trade.

Through firsthand experience and compelling stories, Mike provides a grounded, authentic look at what
it takes to bring detection and protection dogs to the frontlines of conservation.
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